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For the temporary Relief of Destitute Persons 
in Ireland. 



-The Words and Clauses printed in Italics are proposed to 
be inserted in the Committee.] 



an Act was passed in the last Session of Par- Preamble: 
iiament, intituled, “ An Act to facilitate the Employment of ^&™ Viot - 
the Labouring Poor for a limited Period in the Distressed Districts in 
Ireland but by reason of the great increase of destitution sufficient 
5 relief cannot be given according to the provisions of the said Act, and 
it is necessary to make further provision for the relief of the destitute 
poor in Ireland for a limited time : And whereas the Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland has appointed certain persons, by the title of Commission- 
ers, for Relief of Destitution in Ireland ; M it Cnacttd, by The 
10 QUEEN’S most Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and 
Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in 
this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the same, ^ 
THAT the said Commissioners, hereinafter called Relief Commis- Relief Com- 
siouers, or such persons as shall be hereafter from time to time superintend 
15 appointed by the Lord Lieutenant to act as such Relief Commissioners, of 

shall have authority to superintend the execution of this Act, and 
shall appoint, subject to the approval of the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, a sufficient number of persons to be Inspectors for the pur- 
poses hereinafter mentioned, and also a Secretary, and such officers 
20 and servants as shall be necessary for the due execution of this Act, 
and may from time to time, at their pleasure, remove any Inspector, 

Secretary, Officer or Servant so appointed, and may pay and allow to 
such Inspectors, Secretary, Officers and Servants such salaries, 
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wages and allowances, and defray such other expenses necessarily 
incurred in the execution of this Act, as shall be from time to time 
sanctioned by the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

And be it Enacted, That the names of the persons already appointed 
Relief Commissioners shall be published in the Dublin Gazette 5 
before they begin to act in the execution of this Act ; and whenever 
any person shall be hereafter appointed, or shall cease to be a Relief 
Commissioner or Inspector, notice thereof shall in each case be pub- 
lished in the Dublin Gazette. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Lord Lieutenant 10 
of Ireland to give orders for the constitution of a Relief Committee 
in any one or more electoral divisions of an Union formed for the 
relief of the Destitute Poor in Ireland in which it shall appear to him 
that this Act should be put in force, and such Relief Committee shall 
be constituted in such manner as the Lord Lieutenant, by any general 15 
order or orders to be from time to time published in the Dublin 
Gazette, or by any special order applicable to the peculiar circum- 
stances of any One or more such Unions or electoral divisions, and 
to be published in the Dublin Gazette, shall from time to time direct: 
Provided always, That the Justices resident in such electoral divisions, 20 
if any, and the Guardian or Guardians of the Poor, elected for such 
electoral divisions, and One of the Inspectors to be appointed as 
aforesaid by the Relief Commissioners, shall in every case be consti- 
tuted members of such Relief Committee. 

And be it Enacted, That every Relief Committee constituted under 25 
this Act shall appoint so many assistants and servants, and at such 
salaries and allowances as shall be sanctioned by the Relief Commis- 
sioners, on the report and recommendation of the Inspector who is 
upon such Committee, and all such salaries and allowances shall be 
a charge upon the rates to be made and levied for the purposes of this 30 
Act. 

And be it Enacted, That whenever this Act shall be put in force in 
any such Union, the Relief Commissioners shall appoint an Inspector 
to act for such Union, who shall be deemed to be also the Inspector 
for each electoral division of such Union, unless it shall appear expe- 35 
dient to the Lord Lieutenant that an Inspector shall be appointed to 
act specially for any One or more such electoral divisions, in which 
case such appointment shall be made accordingly. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland, in every case in which it shall appear to him expedient, to 
appoint, in every Union in which this Act shall be in force, a Finance 

Committee, 
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Committee, which shall consist of the Inspector to be appointed as 
aforesaid by the Relief Commissioners for such Union, and of such 
Justices resident in the Union, or Guardians elected for the Union, or 
such other persons as the Lord Lieutenant shall think fit, not being less 
5 than Two and not more than Four persons in addition to such 
Inspector, and from time to time to dissolve any such Finance Com- 
mittee and appoint another instead thereof, or where an Inspector 
shall have been specially appointed for one or more electoral divisions 
of an Union, it shall be lawful for the Lord Lieutenant to appoint 
10 such Finance Committee specially for such electoral division or divi- 
sions, or to direct that any Relief Committee shall be also the Finance 
Committee for the same electoral division or divisions, and in each of 
the last-mentioned cases the Inspector to be appointed specially as 
aforesaid for such electoral division or divisions shall be a member 
1 5 of the Finance Committee to be* appointed for such, division or 
divisions. 

And be it Enacted, That in every Union in which this Act shall be 
in force the several Relief Committees shall from time to time make 
out lists of persons entitled to relief under the provisions of this Act 
20 within each electoral division for which they severally act, according 
to such regulations and instructions as shall be from time to time 
issued to them for their guidance by the said Relief Commissioners, 
with an estimate of the sum which shall appear to them to be needed 
from time to time to defray the necessary expenses for the purchase, 
25 preparation, distribution or sale of food, and such other relief as they 
shall be authorized by any such regulations or instructions to afford, 
and for providing and fitting up the necessary buildings and cooking 
utensils, and for payment of the persons employed in the purchase, 
preparation, distribution or sale of food and relief as aforesaid, and 
30 shall from time to time send such list and estimate to the Finance 
Committee acting for the Union, or for such electoral division or 
divisions. 

And be it Enacted, That the Finance Committee shall examine 
such lists and estimates, and shall have authority to revise and 
35 amend the same, in any manner which shall appear to them expe- 
dient, and they or Two of them, of whom the Inspector shall be one, 
shall allow and sign such amended list and estimate, and thereupon 
the Inspector of the Union, or electoral division or divisions (as the 
case may be), shall report the amount thereof to the Lord Lieutenant 
40 of Ireland, and thereupon it shall be lawful for the Lord Lieutenant 
to cause a warrant to be issued under the hand of his Chief Secretary, 
Under Secretary or Assistant Secretary, for the amount thereof, or such 
proportion thereof as the Lord Lieutenant shall approve, directed to 
the Guardians of the Poor for the Union to which such electoral 
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division or divisions may belong, requiring the Guardians, out of the 

monies collected for defraying the expenses incurred in the execution 

of an Act passed in the second year of the reign of Her Majesty, 

i & 2 Viet, intituled, “ An Act for the more effectual Belief of the Destitute Poor 
c. 56. 

in Ireland,” to pay to such person as shall be named in the warrant to 5 
receive the same on behalf of the Finance Committee acting for such 
Union, electoral division or divisions, within a time or times to be men- 
tioned in the warrant, the sum of money mentioned therein, such sum 
not being greater than the proportion of the amount set forth in the 
estimate allowed and signed as aforesaid, which shall be specified 10 
by any regulations to be from time to time made by the Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, and that the Guardians shall pay 
over the said sum to the person mentioned in any such warrant, within 
the time mentioned therein. 
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And be it Enacted, That the Guardians of any Union to whom any ^ 
such warrant shall be directed, shall pay the sum mentioned in the 
warrant out of any monies in their hands collected for defraying the 
expenses of the last-recited Act, or so much of the sum mentioned in 
the warrant as the monies in their hands shall amount to ; and if 
there be no such money in their hands, or an insufficient sum, they 2 o 
shall levy the sum required as a part of the rates to be made and 
levied for defraying the expenses of the last-recited Act, and for that 
purpose shall proceed in the same manner and have the same powers, 
remedies and privileges as are provided by the Acts in force for Relief 
of the Destitute Poor in Ireland, for levying money for defraying the 25 
expenses of the last-recited Act, and from time to time shall pay over 
the sums so collected to the person mentioned in the warrant; and any 
rate made and levied for the purposes of this Act shall be deemed a 
rate made and levied for defraying the expenses of the last-recited Act, 
and the same persons shall be liable, and the same hereditaments rate- 30 
able thereunto, and all the provisions of the Acts in force for Relief 
of the Destitute Poor in Ireland shall apply to the rates so made and 
levied, as if they were made and levied under the authority of the last- 
recited Act, and the receipt of the person named in the warrant 
shall be a sufficient discharge to the Guardians for the sum so paid by 35 
them, and shall be allowed as such in auditing and passing their 
accounts. 



For enforcing And be it Enacted, That if the Guardians shall refuse or wilfully 
neglect to pay the sum mentioned in any such warrant out of any 
dians’ Duties. mon i es i n their hands as aforesaid, or to procure payment thereof to be 40 
made by any of the ways and means authorized by this Act, or where 
such monies shall be insufficient, if they shall refuse or wilfully neglect 
to make and levy such rate as aforesaid, so that the sum mentioned in 
the warrant shall not be paid to the person mentioned in the warrant 

within 
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within the time mentioned therein, or if the said Guardians shall fail 
in any respect duly and efficiently to discharge their duties in the 
execution of this Act, it shall be lawful for the Commissioners 
appointed for carrying into execution the said Act of the second year 
5 of the reign of Her Majesty, to declare such Board of Guardians 
to be dissolved, and thereupon to appoint such and so many paid 
officers as they may think fit to carry into execution the Acts in force 
for the time being for the relief of the Destitute Poor in Ireland, and 
this Act, and from time to time to revoke and determine any such 
10 appointment, and from time to time, as they shall see fit, to define and 
direct the execution of the duties of such officers, and the amount 
and nature of the security to be given by such of them as the last- 
mentioned Commissioners shall think ought to give security, and to 
regulate the amount of salaries payable to such officers respectively, 

15 and the time and mode of payment thereof, and such salaries shall be 
chargeable on and payable out of the rates levied for the relief of the 
Destitute Poor of such Union, and all officers so appointed shall con- 
tinue to hold their offices during the continuance of this Act, unless 
their appointment shall be sooner revoked and determined by the last- 
20 mentioned Commissioners. 

And be it Enacted, That the sums so paid over to the person men- Monies to be 
tioned in any such warrant on behalf of the Finance Committee of 
any Union, electoral division or divisions, and also all sums which ? r ex P e ? ded 

, in purchases 

shall be raised by voluntary contributions, shall be either paid over for them. 

25 to the Relief Committee of the electoral division or divisions, on 
account of which they were severally demanded, at such times and 
in such manner as shall be directed by any instructions or regulations 
to be from time to time issued to them by the Relief Commissioners, 
or shall be employed by the said Finance Committee, pursuant to 
30 the like instructions and regulations, in procuring such food and 
necessaries as may be needed by any such Relief Committee for 
enabling them most effectually to carry out the purposes of this Act. 

12. 

And be it Enacted, That the said Relief Commissioners shall be charges may 
empowered from time to time to direct whether the whole or any part J 0 neS°be- 
35 of the sum mentioned in any such warrant so issued on behalf of any 
electoral division shall be borne by and charged exclusively against ® er ^' 
such electoral division, or whether the whole or any part thereof sions. 
shall be borne by and charged against the whole Union ; and the 
Guardians shall charge the whole Union and the several electoral 
40 divisions accordingly ; and in the absence of any directions by the 
said Relief Commissioners, the whole sum for which any such war- 
rant shall issue on behalf of any electoral division shall be borne by 
and charged against such electoral division exclusively ; and when- 
ever any such directions shall be made for charging the whole or any 
19. B part 
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part of any sum mentioned in any such warrant shall be charged 
against the whole Union, such directions shall be annexed to the 
warrant and sent to the Guardians therewith. 



And be it Enacted, That the Inspector of any such Union or 
electoral division or divisions sliali from time to time certify under 5 
his hand to the Relief Commissioners the amount of the several 
sums mentioned in such allowed estimates, and also the several 
amounts for the levy of which the Guardians shall have proceeded 
toward making rates, and the actual amounts which shall have been 
paid pursuant to the said warrants. XO 



AND whereas it is expedient to give facilities for the advance of 
money on the credit of rates which are in course of collection , or 
which are about to be made; BE it Enacted , That it shall be lawful 
for the Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury , or any Three or 
more of them, to cause to be issued, as a temporary advance, from time 15 
to time , at any time before the First day of October in this year, as 
they may find necessary , out of the growing produce of the Con- 
solidated Fund of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
any sum or sums of money by way of imprest, to the said Relief 
Commissioners for the execution of this Act , to be by them applied by 20 
wa y of loan on the security of the rates made , or about to be made, as 
hereinafter provided, for the purposes of this Act; and all such sums 
of money ' shall be repaid to the Consolidated Fund by the said Relief 
Commissioners, in such manner as the Commissioners of Her Majesty's 
Treasury may direct, from and out of the rates to be levied in the Union 25 
on behalf of which suck loan shall have been made . 



And be it Enacted, That as soon as any Board of Guardians 
shall have resolved on making any rate for the purposes of this Act, 
and the Inspector of the Union shall have certified under his hand to 
the Relief Commissioners that such resolution has been passed, and 
that to the best of his belief the Guardians are proceeding with all 
possible despatch to make and levy such rate, the Relief Commis- 
sioners may, if they shall think fit, make such loans on the credit 
of the rates so about to be made as shall be authorized by the Com- 
missioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 



30 



35 



And be it Enacted, That the amount of any such loan, or any 
proportion thereof which the Relief Commissioners shall think fit to 
advance, from time to time, shall be paid by the said Relief Commis- 
sioners to the person .mentioned in the warrant to receive money on 
eha fofthe Finance Committee of the Union, electoral division or 40 
divisions, on whose behalf such money is to be paid, to be by them 
applied in the manner hereinbefore directed as to the sums received 

under 
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under any such warrant, and thereupon the Treasurer of the Union 
shall pay to the Relief Commissioners the rates levied in such Union, 
except such part as he shall be allowed to retain for the other purposes 
of the Acts in force for the Relief of the Destitute Poor in Ireland, by 
5 any regulations to be from time to time made by the Relief Commis- 
sioners, until the whole amount of the loan, or advances made on 
account of such loan, shall be reimbursed to the said Relief Commis- 
sioners ; and any Treasurer of any Union who, after notice of any 
such loan or acivance'giveh to him irTwriting under the hand of any 
jo One of the said Relief Commissioners, shall pay away to any person 
other than the person appointed in and by such notice to receive 
the rates on behalf of the Relief Commissioners, any part of any rate 
collected in such Union beyond what he shall have been so allowed to 
retain by the regulations of the said Relief Commissioners, until the 
whole of such loan or advances shall have been reimbursed to the 
said Relief Commissioners, shall be liable to pay to the said Relief 
Commissioners the sum which he shall have so wrongfully paid away, 
and in case of non-payment thereof, it shall be lawful for any Justice 
of the Peace, on complaint of any One of the said Inspectors, to levy 
20 the amount so wrongfully paid away by distress and sale of the goods 
and chattels of such Treasurer ; and the receipt of the receiver men- 
tioned in and by such notice shall be a sufficient discharge to the 
Treasurer for so much money as shall be paid by him to such receiver, 
and shall be allowed in auditing and passing his accounts. 

17. 

25 And be it Enacted, That on the application of the Relief Com- Commission- 
missioners, the Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury shall ^ry'may^ 
be empowered to cause to be issued from time to time, as they shall ™ajjtf ants 
find necessary , out of the growing produce of the Consolidated Fund 
of Great Britain and Ireland , any sum or sums of money, to be 
30 granted under such regulations and conditions as the saif Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty's Treasury shall think fit, in aid of the rates 
so to be made as aforesaid, or of voluntary contributions for the pur- 
poses of this Act, and all monies so granted shall be paid over to the 
Finance Committee of the Union, or electoral division or divisions , on 
25 account of which it shall have been granted, and shall be applied and 
accounted for in like manner as the monies paid pursuant to any war- 
rant as aforesaid. 

18. 

And be it Enacted, That the said Relief Commissioners shall be Regulations 

, • to be made 

authorized and required from time to time to make rules and regu- by Relief 
40 lations in regard to the proceedings of any such Finance Committees S i 0ner3 . 
and Relief Committees, and in regard to the making out the lists of 
destitute persons, the making or revising and allowing estimates as 
to relief funds, the mode of application for relief, the mode of inquiry 
into the circumstances of the applicants for relief, the description of 

■19. C relief 
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relief to be afforded, and whether by gift or sale, the mode of grant- 
ing, ordering and giving such relief, the keeping the accounts thereof, 
the security to be given by any person who shall receive any monies 
for the purposes of this Act, the making of reports, and such other 
matters as the said Commissioners shall deem necessary ; and the re- 5 
lief to be furnished under this Act shall be administered, subject to the 
rules and regulations so to be made by the said Relief Commis- 
sioners. 
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And be it Enacted, That no Guardian, paid Officer, Member of 
any Finance Committee or Relief Committee under this Act, or other 10 
person in whose hands the collection of any rates, grants, loans or 
voluntary contributions, or the providing for, ordering’, management, 
control, or direction of the relief of the destitute poor under the pro- 
visions of this Act, shall or may be placed, shall, either in his own 
name, or the name of any other person, provide, furnish or supply for 15 
his own profit any materials, goods or provisions for the use of the 
destitute poor under this Act during the time for which he or they 
shall retain such appointment, nor shall be concerned directly or 
indirectly in furnishing or supplying the same, or in any contract 
relating thereto, under pain of forfeiting the sum of One hundred 20 
Pounds, with full costs of suit, to any person who shall sue for the 
same by action of debt or on the case in any of Her Majesty’s Courts 
of Record at Dublin. 

And be it Enacted, That when, pursuant to any such regulations 
as aforesaid, any food or necessaries shall have been sold under the 25 
direction of any Relief Committee, the monies arising from such 
sale shall be applied for the purposes of this Act by such Relief 
Committee, subject to such instructions and regulations as they shall 
from time, to time receive in respect thereof from the said Relief 
Commissioners. gc 

And be it Enacted, 1 hat no warrant shall be issued under this Act, 
nor shall any grant or loan be made by the Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury in aid of any rates to be levied under this Act, 
after the First day of October in this year . 
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